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Welcome, readers, to the
last and final issue of the year.
It’s also my last and final chance
1o depart wisdom and advice to
my peers and the unfortunate
underciassmman.

When I first started to write
this, I started out with a pessi-
mistic outlook, focused on se-
niors and what we will be fac-
ing. Luckily, my trusty friends
in the Tastler office slapped me
until I came to my senses. After
all, the Seniors are out of here.
They have served theirtime bere
(yes, it does sound like jail). It's
the underclassmen, the Juniors,
Sophomores, Freshmen who are
important now, not those who
will be leaving. And as such, I
dedicate this final editorial as a
way of “passing the torch” to
guote my predecessor, the infa-
mous Jimmy Moody.

During the four years I've
been here, F've seen and heard
many aspects of school life, be
it music, sports, academics or
politics. And one thing I learned
is that sometimes, the only way
to change things is to get pas-
sionate about something.

For example, when people
" were upset about the proposed
Dress Code changes, they went
to the board meetings to com-
plain. They signed petitions, and
discussed issues during Student
Council. When people get up-
set, they actually take action.

But the problem is, most
other times people are too apa-
thetic and lazy in this school.
When The Tattler ran the anony-
mous Letter to the Editor last is-
sue regarding the casting of
Crazy For You, many people
came up to me to complain.
However, when given the op-
portunity to write a response,
they backed out, or never turned
it in. Also, people would com-
plain about Student Council and
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the fact that they don’t do any-
thing. Yet none of those people
who complained actually ran for
office. Inn fact, the people who
complained the loudest were
mostoften the ones who refused
to take action.

Thisis especially typical of
seniors, with the onslaught of
senioritis. Just because we will
be out of here in a few days, we
decide that many of the future
issues at the school are none of
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as underclassmen, or feel that
they can’t change anything. But
from my experience, it’s to the
contrary. The upperclassmen,
despite their knowledge and ex-
periences, are too lazy to do any-
thing. The underclassmen, on
the otherhand, have more at
stake. They are the ones who are
going to be here the longest.
They are the ones who can ac-
complish things, should they
care to do so.

meetings,

Sign petitions, attend
voice your
at places where

our concem. And to a point, it’s
true. But the thing is, as alurmna,
graduates are always attached to
the school one way or the other,
and hence should take some re-
sponsibility for the futore of the
school.

Yet the biggest problem is
the underclassmen, especially
the Freshmen, with their sense
of helplessness. They feel that
they can’t accomplish anything

Yes, the key words are
“should they care.” Apathy is a
big problern here at THS. True,
the average teenager is lazy, but
then, there are others who are
very big activists. What we need
is a middle ground. Some un-
derclassmen to care about their
surroundings, about what they
are told to do. Perhaps Ms.
Bach’s lessons in /984 for the
Combined Course should be

lerclassmen!

made mandatory o plant feel-
ings of revolution in the minds
of underclassmen. For those of
you who have experienced it,
you would know what I'm talk-
ing about. For others, let’s just
say the course involves suffer-
ing injustice, against which only
a few brave people dare to re-
volt against under the threat of
ISS. This year’s classes have
been exemplary in their efforts
to fight against tyranny, but in
the past years, the response has
been very mediocre, showing
the apathetic behavior of the

_ average sophomore.

So as I leave, my last and
final request to you, the under-
classmen, would be to fight
against mjustice. Stop complain-
ing and act. Don’t think you're
hopeless, because you aren’t.
Sign petitions, attend meetings,
voice your opinions at places
where they matter and are heard.
Get involved. Change your en-
vironment. Because by the time
you areat the last leg of the jour-
ney, and are staring at your fu-
fre, yon wWom't care anymore.
Act when you can, before you
give into the lull of apathy. I
leave to you, the underclassmen,
the fate of this school. Tleave it
upon your shoulders.
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e Taitler is the
i student-run newspaper of
| Ithaca High School. The
i| Tattler was founded in
Fl 1892, and is<published six
It times per year. The Tattler,
I as an open forum, invites
Il submissions of opinion
il pieces and letters to thel|
I editor from all members of |
! the THS community. Well

reserve the 1ight to edit all g
submissions.

Tintfler meetings are on |g
Tuesdays after school in {f
room G-213. New mem- |§
bers always welcome, !
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